
RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES IN THE HILLE RIS LAMBERS LAB 
CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS ON MOUNTAIN ECOLOGY 

 

The HilleRisLambers lab studies the impacts 
of climate change on plant communities in 
the Pacific Northwest. We are interested in 
understanding how warming temperatures 
and declining snow levels will affect the 
geographic distribution of plant species, the 
phenology (seasonal timing) of wildflower 
reproduction and the strength of interactions 
between species. We are looking for 2-3 
undergraduates interested in being involved 
in research in our lab, starting in fall of 2018, 
and ideally lasting for the academic year.  

Projects undergraduates will help with include the following: A) How strongly is seed production and seedling 
germination influenced by climate? B) Is wildflower phenology (the timing of reproduction) determined by 
snow melt dynamics, and how does this differ among species? C) How does the mutualism between trees and 
mycorrhizal fungi influence tree encroachment of alpine meadows? D) What plant traits are most predictive of 
tree seedlings’ physiological responses to the warmer, drier environments predicted for the future?  Research 
tasks will likely include sorting and identifying tree seeds from litter samples, identifying phenological stages of 
wildflowers, entering data, processing leaf samples, processing mycorrhizal samples, and potentially aiding 
with growth chamber experiments. See http://faculty.washington.edu/jhrl/Index.html for more information 
on research in the lab. 

Ideal applicants are interested in ecology, forestry or in the environmental impacts of climate change (e.g. 
majoring in or planning to major in Biology, Environmental Science and Resource Management, or 
Environmental Studies). Relevant coursework is desirable, but not required. All applicants should be 
enthusiastic, hard-working, organized and reliable. Undergraduates may also participate in weekly lab 
meetings to present research updates and discuss relevant scientific literature. Positions can be extended into 
Winter and Spring quarter, where we would expect undergraduates to take ownership over a discrete project 
requiring data collection and analysis and present a poster on their results at the Mary Gates Symposium (in 
the Spring). Research credit (Bio399) can be provided if desired. This is a volunteer position, and we expect 
undergraduates to work for several 2-4 hour blocks of time between 8 AM and 6 PM on weekdays (8-10 hours 
per week in total).  
 
To apply for these positions: 
Please send an email to Janneke Hille Ris Lambers (jhrl@uw.edu), with subject line “Research Experience 2018 
Application” and include the following:  

1. One-two paragraphs on why you are interested in the job. 
2. Attach a CV/resume (2 pages maximum) including information on relevant classes, work and/or 
research experience, and the names and contact information of at least 2 references. 
3. Transcript(s) – informal is fine 

We will start reviewing applications on Friday the 28th of September, but will continue reviewing applications 
until the position(s) are filled. 
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